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Dear Member: 


A DYNAMIC PROGRAM FOR LARGE-SCALE REBUILDING CF BLIGHTED CITY AREAS WAS 
QUTLINED BY THE URBAN LAND INSTISUTE at its second ennuel meeting, held in Chicago 
on on Jenuary 22. <A resclution adopted by the Board of Trustees proposes that the 
present problems of urban disintegraticn and the emergency of readjustment to peace- 
time economy be met by a city rebuilding program based on the following key points? 


(1) The establishment of a Federe! urban land commission, either as pert of an ex- 
isting Federal agency, or as an independent Federal department, to be vrovided with 
the funds and powers to extend grents to local planning agencies for the purpose of 
preparing plans for the redevelopment of blighted erees in conformity with master 
plans for metropolitan districts; and to extend credits to local land commissions 
for the purpose of acauiring land in blighted areas for redevelopment by private 
enterprise, 


(2) The creation of local land commissions for metropolitan areas, authorized by 
state law to acquire land in blighted districts for redevelopment by private enter- 
prise, 


(3) Redevelopment of land so acquired by private building companies and individual 
builders, under regulations by the local land commissions and federal agencies, : 


(4) Local taxation of redeveloped areas based upon assessed values directly re- 
lated to income producing power or utility of the property. v 


(5) The establishment of a national laboratory to conduct housing research for 

the development of new building materials, housing design, construction methods, 
housing standards, the marketing and financing of dwellings, and building regula- 
tions, to reduce the cost of dwelling construction, This national laboratory should 
be a part or a subsidiary of the Federel urban land commission, 


A NATICNAL CONGRESS ON POST-WAR REPLANUING AND REBUILDING OF CITIES, to be 
held under the auspices of the Urban Land Institute, was proposed by the Boerd of 
Trustees as a measure of preparedness for the post-war emergency. Representatives 
of professionel plenning organizations, city planning officiels, representatives 
of the real estate profession, mortgage bankers, insurance company officials, build- 
ing and loan associations, home loan banks, and other professional and business 
groups will be invited to assist in the formulation of broad objectives for large- 
ecale urban rehabilitation as a major tool in readjusting enployment, industriel 
production, end business activity to peace-time economy at the close of the wer. 
The steff was directed to investigate the practicability of holding a large, popu- 
ler meeting of this kind, and to suggest a suitable city for it. You will receive 
later reports on the development of this proposal. 
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OFFICERS FOR 1942 AND NEW TRUSTHES OF THY URBAN LAND INSTITUTE, ELECTED eo 
AT TH CHICAGO MEETING, ARES 
President: Mr. Paul E, Sterk, Madison, Wisconsin; President, The 
Paul E, Stark Company; lecturer on civic subjects. 
Vice-President: Mr. Arthur W, Binns, Philadelphia; rebuilder of two 
tnousend slum dwellings, 
Treasurer? Mr, Kenneth E, Rice (reelected), Chicago; Vice-President, 
The Chicago Title and Trust Company. 
Secretary: Mr, Herbert U. Nelson (reelected), Chicago; Executive 
Vice-President, ational Association of Real 
state Boards; Consultant to the Defense Housing 
Coordinator. 
New Trustees: 
Mr. Ernest J. Bohn, Clevelend; Director, Regional Associa- 
tion of Cleveland; Member, Board of Governors and 
former President, National Association of Housing D 
Officials, 
Mr, William Henry Bosley, Toronto, Canada; Chairman, Inde- 
pendent Committee on Zoning, 
Mr. John Galbreath, Columbus; Chairman, Housing Committee, 
Columbus Chamber of Commerce; Vice-Chairman, National 
Associetion Committee on Rehabilitation and Blight 
Mr. James S, Holcen, Detroit; President and Director, 
Jemes S, Holden Comnvany; Member, Advisory Board, 
Investment Company of America. 
Mr, Hugh Potter, Houston; President, River Oaks Corpora- . 
tion; former Chairman, Houston Planning Commission, 
Mrs, Alen Valentine, Rochester; Citizens’ City Plenning 
and Housing Council of Rochester, New York, 
Hon, Carl F, Zeidler, Mayor, City of Milwaukee, 
A WASHINGTON OFFICE FOR THE URBAN LAND INSTITUTE has been established eat B 


in the broad prosrem adopted by the Board of Trustees, The officers of the In- 
stitute have decided that all activities of the Institute should be directed from 
Washington, and accordingly the staff will be located at the K Street address for 
en indefinite period after March 1. 


"PROPOSALS FOR DOWNTOWN PHILADELPHIA," LATEST ULI REPORT, prepared by 
Mr. Richard J, Seltzer, was published last week, and it has already received much 
favorable comment, It contains a series of direct suggestions for improving the 
dowmtown area, including recommendations for improved highway, transportation, and 
parking facilities; the redevelopment of blighted sections of a specifically de- 
marked area; and legislation to grant the power of eminent domain to private rede- 
velopment companies, 
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ULI SURVEYS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED IN DETROIT, LOUISVILLE, AND CHICAGO. Pre- 


liminary manuscrivts of the reports on the downtown sections of these cities have 
been received, and arrangements are being made to publish them as soon as possible, 





KENTUCKY HAS FOLLOWED NEW YORK, ILLINOIS, AND MICHIGAN IN THE ADCPTION OF 
A REDEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ACT, The Kentucky <a enacted only a few days ago, 
seeks to encourage the rehabilitation of blighted areas through private building by 
authorizing condemnation proceedings to assemble properties for redevelopment, Its 
two mejor purposes are to create a feir chance for returns to privete capital that 
will justify the risks involved, and to provide housing of sufficient public benefi 
to validate the use of the power of eminent domain in land acquisition, The act wag 
sponsored by the recently established Louisville Rehabilitation Council (see News 
Bulletin No. 3). The legislatures of California and Uteh are considering similar 
legislation, 








wat 


AN URBAN LAND INSTISUTE SURVEY OF SEATTLE HAS BETN FORMALLY REQUESTED by 
Mayor Earl Millikin; Chairmen G. W. Covlen of the Housing Authority of the City of 
Seattle; Mr, Christy Thomas, Vice-President and General Manager of the Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce; Mr. R, R. Knapp, President of the Seattle Mortgage Bankers 
Associntion; Mr. George C. Matchett, President of the Building Owners and Managers 
Associetion of Seattle, and Mr. Tom Copoage of the Seattle Real Estate Board, Rapid 
expansion now taking place in the Seattle area as a result of defense activity has 
accelerated interest in the matter, The vroject is now under discussion, anc it is 
probable that definite arrangements can be made to begin worl on the survey in the 
svring. 








FULL SUPPORT OF THE URBAN LAND INSTITUTE PROPOSAL FOR REBUILDING BLIGHTED 
CITY ARFAS was pledged by the Committee on Housing and Blighted Areas of the 
Netional Association of Real Estate Boards. The Committee, whose studies and con- 
ferences with public and private agencies during the past five years heve developed 
the essentials of the plan being sponsored by ULI, met in Washington on February 13 
anc reaffirmed its apvroval of the program, The Connk'ttec will join forces with 
representatives of fiduciary institutions, manufacturers, and professional associa 
tions (in an Urban Land Institute Joint Committee) to support the provosal, 


A COORDINATION OF ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES CONCERNED WITH HOUSING to eliminate 
conflicting standards and procedures, to unify authority under a single administra- 
tor, and to permit greater directness of action in the present housing emergency is 
being discussed in Washington, It is felt by many builders that this would eliminate 
a great deal of confusion, and that it would stimulate private building of housing 
that is badly needed. The Committee on Housing and Blighted Areas of NAREB, in its 
meeting last week, adopted a resolution urging that such a reorganization be made, 


AN INDUSTRIAL MIGRATION OF 3,000,000 WORKERS WILL ACCOMPANY THE SHIFT OF 
WAR PRODUCTION INTO HIGH GEAR, according to responsible estimates, Housing for war 
workers is an essential part of the war emergency, and it must be provided as 
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repidly as possible -- in temporary houses expressly intended for demolition after 
the war, in demountable houses which mey be put to peace-time use on new sites, or 
in other types of housing, 


One plan for war housing, based upon the premise that it is good economic 
practice to put good quality new housing into the hands of the local permanent 
worker as an owner, rather than into the hands of the temporary worker as a tenant, 
has been suggested by Mr, B, T, Bonnot, President of The Bonnot Company, of Canton, 
Ohio. He proposes that where possible, particularly in communities where there is 
a need for war housing close to centrally located industries, the government pur- 
chase the number of dwelling units needed from present home owners through voluntery 
sale, and rent such properties to temporary workers, Standards of housing to be, 
purchased and values would be determined on the basis of carefully defined procedure. 
It is suggested that no properties be acquired unless the seller who rebuilds does 
so within a level sufficiently restricted to permit adequate control of critical 
materials, and unless the seller can salvage an equity of at least 20 per cent of 
his new home construction cost, 


The ovmer who sells his house to the government would be free to negotiate 
with a private builder for a new home, subject to equity, price, and materials 
qualifications balanced to climetic requirements, The plen proposes that he be 
given official priority clearence within limits adopted, and that financing be open 
to FHA and local institutions. The erection of new houses could be widely dis- 
tributed on lots of the individual's choice, and need not require the development 
of entire new communities to be serviced by new streets, sewers, and other utility 
equipment. In many instances the normal facilities of the city could absorb the 
temporary workers who would thus move into the older homes distributed throughout 
the area, 


The type of housing that would be purchased under the Bonnot plen is de- 
fined in this way: if all houses cf four-room to seven-room sizes are divided in- 
to five classes as to quality, the housing acquired by the government for‘ temporary 
rental would be confined to classes three and four, It is presumed that the houses 
would be in those areas most adaptable to rebuilding in a post-war rehabilitation 
program, At that time the proverties would be resold for clearance and complete 
redevelopment by private builders, 


The plan has been worked out as a method of securing war housing rapidly 
end at no increased cost to the government, It is also designed to protect local 
home owners, banks, and building and loan associations in the readjustment period 
when another migration may be expected, Mr. Bonnot reports that the plan was pre- 
peared after consultation with various banking, building, and civic authorities, 
ell of whom endorse its vrinciples and believe it of practicel value. 


a 
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Sincerely, 


C4, I Ha 


Director 








